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High repeater and drop-out rate in high
schools:

1 Unacceptably low Literacy and Numeracy
levels of primary school leavers

1 Cannot read, write, comprehend. Can'’t learn

1 Cannot think systematically, analytically, critically.
Can't learn

1 [nability to learn:  jokers, behavioral problems,
drugs and gangsterism

i drop-outs




Background and Context

1 Indications for years that Literacy and
Numeracy levels are not good enough

— Anecdotal

- GTZ

— National Systemic Evaluation

— International comparative studies
— WCED Gr 3 & 6 testing




Initial Results of diagnostic
testing

1 WCED pass rate: 50%




Initial Diagnostic Test Results from 2002/3

Numeracy
2002 2004 2003 2005

Pass % 37.1 15.6

Literacy
2002 | 2004 | 2003 | 2005

Pass % 36.6 35.0
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WCED Response




A STRENGTHENED,
CO-ORDINATED

WCED
LITERACY AND NUMERACY
STRATEGY

2006 - 2016

(Focus: Foundation & Intermediate Phase)




Underpinning the Strategy

1 Understanding that teachers need training
1 The theoretical underpinning
1 The role of Mother-tongue

1 Assumptions about literacy acquisition

1 Assumptions about numeracy acquisition




Eight Key Programmes

. A pre-school programme

. Strengthening of and Changes to classroom
practice

. Teacher Training and Development

. Learning and Teaching Support Material
. Research

. Monitoring and Support
. Co-ordination and sustainability

. Advocacy, community and public awareness
and family literacy




1. Pre-school programme

1 Access of ALL 5 year-olds to Gr R by 2010
1 Quality programmes

— training

— materials

1 Integrated Strategy (DSS, DoH, WCED)
— Learnerships




2. Strengthened Classroom
Practice

1 Measures to ensure and support effective
classroom teaching and learning

— Teaching methodologies
— Classroom visitation and support

— Avallability and appropriate use of all required
materials

— Sound planning and preparation, diversity and
differentiation

— Teaching Assistants project

1 Reduce |learner-teachers ratio (class size) over
time




3. Teacher Development

1 Possibly the No 1 priority

1 Audit of teachers qualification, and skills
needs

1 Appropriate (re) training in content
knowledge, learners’ learning strategies
and teaching methodologies

1 Extended courses (CTI and others)
1 Linking to national teacher strategy




4>
(D

cl f]]fJJ aricl Teac JHJ J'lOOOfr
Meaterial

~ -

5

Teachers’ books, curricula, ¢ JIICI’:‘I ries, ‘
files, etc. (Note my cornrment re
, 'E‘;J guicle later in presentation)
il v

Learners naving arnd usirg 800135
sufficlent kiis and apparatus (and Using
thern appropriaiely) \

— S‘
(13

Liorary facilities

r N . ' " ) . \
E Aporopriate Use of [CT maierials whnere )
cl.ppIJJcl..ole —
IS

A



actors Irnpacilng or scrnool performarice
actors Irmpacing on learner orog 255
Tezcning assistanis pllot project

Effectlve classroormn praciice




0. Monitoring ard Support

\
E Group of 100 dedicaied advisers across ‘
2l rlum [
E Vonitoring and supoort In ine classroorr
B Saseline insirurments/cnecklists
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/. Co-ordination and Susiainaollity

\
E Co-ordinating siructures at all levels ‘
E Regular monlioring of the sysierr,
reoporiing and asccouniaollity rmeasures
E VECs, 5G and Topco Priority no 1

B Regular and repetitive advocacy and

publicity N\

(D
0 Y
>

B Alignment across systerr . —
B Personal engagernents wiir scnools ard
cornrnunities e
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o. Advocacy, awarenass arnc

cormmunity/farnily/role-rnocel involvernent

Ongoing puplicity sirateqy

Feadio, newspeapers, role-models, criamplons
Posiers, leaflets

Meaiterials for clinics, parernis

Fole of scnools and cornrnunity organisaions

510 10 year strategy —
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Irnpact so far. {
Grade 3 ‘
Numeracy Literacy
2002 2004 2006 2002 2004 2006
Provincial Mean %
Provincial Pass % | 37.1 37.3 31.0 35.7 39.5 47,7
Grade 6
Numeracy Literacy \
2003 2005 2007 2003 2005 2007
Province Mean %
Prouince Pass % | 15.6 17.2 35.0 42.1
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Irnpact so far. {
Grade 3 ‘
Numeracy Literacy
2002 2004 2006 2002 2004 2006
Provncial Mean %| 38.1 39.3 36.8 36.6 39.6 46.4
Provincial Pass % | 37.1 37.3 31.0 35.7 39.5 47.7
Grade 6
Numeracy Literacy \
2003 2005 2007 2003 2005 2007
Province Mean% | 27.5 29.0 36.8 40.6
Province Pass % | 15.6 17.2 35.0 42.1
I
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Numeracy pass rates (%) per grade by Poverty Quintile

1.7% 2.1%




Literacy pass rates (%) per grade by Poverty Quintile
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Additional Actions...




... and some Questions




1S of reading frequericy &
Analysis of WCED researcr cata) ‘

crilldrern wno read ornce a yweelk at home
neawve an advaniage of 5% In ine ||

Silmes a weex ine advaniage Is increased
0 10% \
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Conclusion

[ I—

— learning rignt inrougnout tne sysierr

— Imnprove nign scnool success raies and uzlity

of learning outcormnes
lecrease dropolis
L [

nore efficlent education systern

— Increase quality of scriool leavers ~—
— clo our courniry and peoogle the Jreaiest of |
services e
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Theric you

WCOED wenslia:

-~

nttp:/fweed.weape. gov.za

/7

A



